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The AT through Massachusetts comprises 10 sections.
These notes currently include 1 of them.
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§1: Vermont to MA-2 (North Adams)


Massachusetts §1 spans 4.1 miles.
Parking is available for three mileposts.




   	1.0/3.1

   	1.3/2.8

   	4.1/0.0





   	NWS

   	AT-P/A






Mp 1.0/3.1: via Pine Cobble Trail and Class of '98 Trail


Locate:
{42.71613, -73.18525} Ⓑ Ⓖ Ⓜ Ⓞ



Orient:
The Class of '98 Trail branches northeast from the Pine Cobble Trail; see Mp 1.3/2.8, below.



Connect:
Follow blue-blazed Pine Cobble Trail for 0.8 mi to left onto  Class of '98 Trail; continue on  Class of '98 trail for 1.5 mi to AT {42.72883, -73.15975}. For AT northbound, turn left. For AT southbound, turn right.





Mp 1.3/2.8: via Pine Cobble Trail


Locate:
{42.71613, -73.18525} Ⓑ Ⓖ Ⓜ Ⓞ



Orient:
Pine Cobble Road branches northeast from N Hoosic Road in Williamstown 1.9 mi southeast of US-7 [North Road, Simonds Road]. From N Hoosic Road: follow Pine Cobble Road for 0.1 mi to trailhead parking on left (west) side of road.



Park:
Room for a half dozen cars in pull-off on west side of road.



Connect:
Find trailhead on right (east) side of road 50 yd north of pull-off; signed. Follow blue-blazed Pine Cobble Trail for 2.1 mi to AT {42.72728, -73.16104}. For AT northbound, turn left. For AT southbound, turn right.





Mp 4.1/0.0: MA-2 at Phelps Avenue


Locate:
{42.69917, -73.15424} Ⓑ Ⓖ Ⓜ Ⓞ



Orient:
The AT crosses MA-2 [Main Street, Mohawk Trail] in North Adams at Phelps Avenue. Parking is permitted at the Greylock Community Club with permission/registration and donation (413-664-9020).



Park:
AT parking is in the grass lot to west of club building; signed for AT parking, information kiosk. Additional parking may be possible on town streets.



Connect:
From lot: turn left (west) onto MA-2 and walk 0.1 mi to Phelps Avenue. For AT northbound, turn right for footbridge over Hoosic River. For AT southbound, turn left onto Phelps Avenue.
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A Few Notes on the Notes



These notes follow the
ATC guidebooks'
organization into regions and sections.
The guidebooks divide the overall trail into fifteen regions; from north to south:
Maine (ME),
New Hampshire (NH),
Vermont (VT),
Massachusetts (MA),
Connecticut (CT),
New York (NY),
New Jersey (NJ),
Pennsylvania (PA),
Maryland (MD),
Northern Virginia and West Virginia (VAWV),
Shenandoah National Park (VASNP),
Central Virginia (VAC),
Southwest Virginia (VASW),
Tennessee-North Carolina (TNC),
Georgia (GA).
Each region is then subdivided into numbered sections.
Numbering starts anew at the northernmost section of each region, always §1,
and increases southbound.
The number of sections per region varies.




"Mp" abbreviates "milepost" or
"mileposts".
Mileposts are a section's reference points described in the ATC guidebooks.
These notes write them as two numbers separated with a forward slash ("/");
e.g., 15.3/12.4. The first number is the distance heading southbound from the section's north terminus,
while the second number is the distance northbound from the south terminus.
For a section spanning, say, 10.5 miles, "Mp 0.0/10.5" denotes the north endpoint
and "Mp 10.5/0.0" denotes the south endpoint.




The location for each parking option is given as
decimal coordinates of latitude and longitude
enclosed in braces; e.g., {40.98285, -75.14025}.
Each such pair is followed by four circled letters linking to mapping websites:
"Ⓑ" for Bing Maps,
"Ⓖ" for Google Maps,
"Ⓜ" for Mapquest,
"Ⓞ" for OpenStreetMap.
When you click one of these,
the corresponding website opens with its map marked and centered on that location.




A check mark ("✓") after the location coordinates and their map links, above, means that
the location  coordinates have been verified by wheels on the road or boots on the ground.
"Wheels on the road" means that my car's GPS navigator successfully guided me to the parking area
using the coordinates. "Boots on the ground" means that I recorded the coordinates  on the spot 
with my hand-held GPS receiver.




A coordinate-pair of latitude and longitude may also show up in the commentary for a parking option
in order to locate some other feature—usually the junction of a side trail with the AT.
In this case, the coordinate-pair itself links to OpenStreetMap (to avoid visual clutter in the narrative).
If you should disfavor OpenStreetMap, you'll need to copy
the coordinates into the mapping website of your choice.




The map datum for all location coordinates is WGS 84.




"mi" abbreviates "mile" or "miles" in accordance with context.
"yd" abbreviates "yards".




Most road and trail distances are given to tenths of a mile because
the ATC guides and the mapping websites report in tenths.
Even so, it's best to interpret these fractions loosely, especially since
starting and ending points are not specified sharply; i.e., YMMV.




Adjectives "north", "east",  "south",
and  "west" refer to compass directions—unlike the trail-relative
directions in the ATC guides.




AT directions are either "northbound" or "southbound",
regardless of compass direction.




"FR" abbreviates "Forest Road".
A forest road in AT country is typically under the purview of the US Forest Service,
which provides varying levels of paving, grading, and maintenance.
Often, forest roads are not paved; instead, they are a combination of dirt and gravel.
Some are suitable for passenger cars with standard clearance,
but others are best traveled in high-clearance vehicles (Jeep, SUV, pick-up truck).
Be ready for narrow road width, potholes (with puddles), rocky patches, rutting,
wash-boarding, hairpin turns, steep drops, sparse signage.
Some forest roads are closed in winter, and gates block access by car.




Some parking options serve the AT via a side trail
up to four miles, more or less, depending on nearby alternatives.




The PDF file for each section is intended as your best bet for printing
(US Letter, portrait).




Each section's
GPX (GPS Exchange Format) file comprises
waypoints representing the parking options for that section.
Besides the basics of the generic GPX format,
each waypoint also includes extra information expressed in the Garmin extensions for the GPX 1.1 schema.
This all looks and works fine on my Garmin Nüvi, the only device available to me
for tinkering, testing, and driving.




You're on your own for loading a GPX file onto your car's GPS navigator.
Presumably, your navigator's software  will help you out.
If instead it gives you grief,
look into the free and open-source
GPSBabel project,
which supports a slew of formats and devices.
It runs under GNU/Linux, Windows, Mac OS/X, and other operating systems.




The details of the GPX files' content and structure look to be stable, 
but adjustments are possible.







Each section's web page has a link to the
National Weather Service forecast for the area,
located by the latitude and longitude of the section's north terminus or nearby.
(Specifically, the link uses the coordinates of the section's northernmost parking option.)







Ornamental Unicode characters are added to convey organization and to spice the presentation a tad.
Older browsers and e-readers may lack glyphs for some of these characters and will substitute a default stand-in.
Here's the cast of characters with the full Unicode names:



   	 § "Section Sign" to indicate an AT section number

   	 ©  "Copyright Sign"

   	 ↓ "Downwards Arrow"  to indicate a downloadable file

   	 Ⓑ "Circled Latin Capital Letter B" for Bing Maps

   	 Ⓖ "Circled Latin Capital Letter G" for Google Maps

   	 Ⓜ "Circled Latin Capital Letter M" for Mapquest

   	 Ⓞ "Circled Latin Capital Letter O" for OpenStreetMap

   	 ★ "Black Star" marks default base map

   	 ⛅ "Sun Behind Cloud" for NWS forecast

   	 ⛰ "Mountain" as item decoration for list of regions on home page

   	 ✓ "Check Mark" 

   	 ➤ "Black Rightwards Arrowhead" to introduce a note on this page

   	 🄿 "Squared Latin Capital Letter P" as item decoration for links to additional parking information

   	 🅿 "Negative Squared Latin Capital Letter P" for marking mileposts

   	 🌐 "Globe With Meridians" as item decoration in list of map providers

   	 🔎 "Right-Pointing Magnifying Glass" indicates maximum zoom level for a base map

   	 🕮 "Book" as item decoration for lists of guidebooks on sources page
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Sources and Resources


These notes combine and augment parking information from multiple sources.
Why these notes in addition to the sources?
There are three driving motivations:
(1) Give explicit coordinates of latitude and longitude for every parking location,
    identified by region, section, and milepost.
(2) Facilitate trip planning by linking every location to multiple mapping websites.
(3) Make the information portable by means of downloadable files in several formats (GPX, PDF, ePub).




Modus Operandi


Here's my general MO, more or less.



I start with a section's
ATC
guidebook and map to get the main parking options and promising
road crossings by milepost.
Additionally, I consult the excellent and pioneering website
Appalachian Trail Parking/Access
by Rohland, Cullen, et al., 
which typically lists parking options not mentioned in the ATC guides;
it is a key resource.



Next, I find location coordinates of latitude and longitude for each parking option—a salient
feature of these notes.
Sometimes this is easy, sometimes this takes digging.
The ATC guides do not list latitude and longitude.
The ATC website does offer the
ATC Interactive Map,
from which I can pull some initial coordinates.
It does not provide section and milepost information, however,
and does not list all options.
The Rohland site does not generally include explicit coordinates, although some coordinates
are included in notes or implicitly in map links.
Mostly, latitude and longitude are pulled from Google Maps, OpenStreetMap, or Bing Maps.
Google is favored when satellite views show the parking area.
OpenStreetMap is favored for AT traces.
Occasionally, a trail description on the web provides coordinates or directions to a trailhead.
And sometimes I must wait until I can record location on-site with my GPS receiver.



Once found, latitude and longitude are vetted on  Bing Maps,
Google Maps, or OpenStreetMap.
That's not foolproof, but it's proved to be a decent sanity check.
The notes mark the location coordinates that have been verified by
wheels on the road or boots on the ground. "Wheels on the road" means
that my car's GPS navigator successfully guided me to the parking area
using the coordinates. "Boots on the ground" means that I recorded the
coordinates on the spot with my handheld GPS receiver.



The last step adds the orientation notes and any commentary about a parking location.
These merge directions from Google Maps,
remarks from the ATC guidebooks and from the Rohland website,
and personal observations.



All of this goes into a database, and hand-crafted code generates all files from this database.
(For more, see About page.)





AT Guidebooks


Here are the
ATC guidebooks
used in building the database:



	Appalachian Trail Guide to New Hampshire-Vermont, Eleventh Edition, 2008 (978-1-889386-53-9).

	Appalachian Trail Guide to Massachusetts-Connecticut, Eleventh Edition, 2000 (1-889386-13-8).

	Appalachian Trail Guide to New York-New Jersey, Sixteenth Edition, 2007 (978-1-889386-48-5).

	Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Pennsylvania, Tenth Edition, 1998 (1-889386-03-0).

	Appalachian Trail Guide to Maryland and Northern Virginia, Sixteenth Edition, 2000 (0-915746-89-1).

	Appalachian Trail Guide to Central Virginia, Second Edition, 2010 (978-1-889386-57-7).

	Appalachian Trail Guide to Southwest Virginia, Fifth Edition, 2011 (978-1-889386-72-0).

	Appalachian Trail Guide to Tennessee-North Carolina, Fifteenth Edition, 2016 (978-1-889386-98-0).





Note that some editions are not the latest and greatest.



The Stackpole Books AT series
provide directions to the trailhead for their suggested hikes, although they predate consumer GPS.
Even if a little old, these guides are still useful for planning day hikes.



	Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Hikes in Northern New England
    (NH, ME), 1998 (0-8117-2666-X).


	Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Hikes in Southern New England
    (CT, MA, VT), 1998 (0-8117-2666-X).


	Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Hikes in the Mid-Atlantic States
    (MD, PA, NJ, NY), 1998 (0-8117-2666-5).
    

	Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Hikes in the Virginias
    (VA, WV), 1998 (0-8117-2670-3).


	Exploring the Appalachian Trail: Hikes in the Southern Appalachians
    (GA, NC, TN), 1998 (0-8117-2668-1).
    








Additional Parking Pages


Here are links to additional websites with parking information:




	Appalachian Trail Parking/Access
by Rohland, Cullen, et al.

	ATC Interactive Map

	PA §3–§7: Blue Mountain Eagle Climbing Club (scroll to bottom)

	PA §10–§13: Visit Cumberland Valley

	TNC §1–§10: Tennessee Eastman Hiking and Canoeing Club
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About


This website represents a database of parking options in several formats—as HTML, GPX, PDF, and ePub files.
The main job in building this website is to aggregate and augment AT parking information
from multiple sources
into a single repository underlying all presentation formats.
The resulting database comprises a collection of
YAML files, each of which
describes parking for a single AT section.
By and large, the database is currently growing south into Tennessee and eventually north into Maine.
In-between sections are added in fits and starts (because I hiked them before starting this project);
Maryland most actively.



Programming tools transform the database into the many files of the website;
there's real work in developing these tools, too.
Hand-crafted and locally-sourced Perl code generates final HTML and GPX files
along with intermediate TeX files directly from the database.
Tex Live renders the intermediate
TeX files, actually LaTeX files, into the final PDF files.
The ATP icons are hand-coded in a master
PostScript
file, and
ImageMagic
converts PostScript's vector graphics to raster images for web browsers and ePub readers.
For each overview map, Perl code customizes a little handmade JavaScript that calls on
the Leaflet library to do the mapping.
The Perl code managing the website is smart enough to update only the files affected by changes
to the database, style files, or HTML chrome.
Standard
rsync
takes care of synchronizing those files with the website you are now browsing.



All web pages except the overview maps and all downloadable files are complete—there's
no while-you-wait processing by the server or your browser when you open a page or download a file.
The web pages are marked-up with in straight HTML5 and styled with CSS3.
Only the overview maps use JavaScript, which needs to load external resources from map providers;
delays are possible.
All other web pages should open in a jiffy once your browser fetches them.



The web pages are validated with
W3C tools
for
HTML
and
CSS.
They are reviewed mainly under Firefox.
Occasionally, they are reviewed under alternative browsers
Midori,
Chromium,
and
Falkon.
Once in a blue moon, they are reviewed under
Safari,
Chrome,
and Microsoft Edge.
The ePub files are further validated with
EpubCheck,
and they are lightly reviewed
in Calibre software 
and on a NOOK e-reader.
Support for CSS style-sheets and for Unicode glyphs varies among browsers and e-readers.
If Firefox and Calibre are happy, then these notes are happy;
there's no attempt to accommodate laggard viewers.
GPX files are validated with the 
Xerces XML Parser.
Spelling is checked with Hunspell.



The development platform for the database and code alike is the Fedora distribution of GNU, Linux, & Co.
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